Introduced by Council Members Davis, Bishop, Clark, Corrigan, Fussell, Gaffney, Graham, Holt, Hyde, Jabour, Johnson, M. Jones, W. Jones, Joost, Lee, Redman, Shad, Webb and Yarborough: 

RESOLUTION 2008-125
A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 7-14, 2008 AS CONGENITAL HEART DEFECT AWARENESS WEEK IN JACKSONVILLE; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, congenital heart defects and diseases (CHDs) are the most frequently occurring birth defects and are the leading cause of birth defect-related deaths worldwide; and


WHEREAS, approximately one in 120 children in the United States is born with a heart defect, over one million American adults are living with heart defects, and over 40,000 individuals join that population annually; and


WHEREAS, many children and adults die from congenital heart defect complications due to the severity of the defect, failure of early diagnosis, lack of heart transplant donors, and insufficient knowledge of medical intervention options; and 


WHEREAS, with more than 35 recognized CHDs, persons with heart defects face the challenges of health insurance coverage as well as difficulties finding a doctor who understands CHDs and is well trained to meet their unique needs; and

WHEREAS, at least ten percent of all heart defects are not found until adulthood, and many adults with CHDs are unaware that they require on-going, lifelong medical surveillance; and

WHEREAS, the rate of misdiagnosis and residual undetected heart defects is high among adults and, as a result, many are at risk for developing other heart-related problems; and


WHEREAS, raising public awareness will alert adults, parents and physicians to the symptoms of CHDs, thereby prompting them to seek specialized medical care in a timely manner, thereby saving lives; and

WHEREAS, Congenital Heart Defect Awareness Week provides an opportunity for families whose lives have been affected by the condition to celebrate life, remember lost loved ones, honor dedicated health professionals and meet others affected by congenital heart defects; and

WHEREAS, Congenital Heart Defect Awareness Week provides the opportunity to share experiences and information on this condition with the public and the media in an effort to raise awareness about congenital heart defects; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City hereby declares the week of February 7-14, 2008 as Congenital Heart Defect Awareness Week in Jacksonville, and encourages all citizens to increase awareness of, education about, and services for the thousands of children and adults in Florida affected each year by congenital heart defects.

Section 2.

Requesting Emergency Passage Pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 – Emergency. The sponsor is requesting emergency passage of this legislation.  The nature of the emergency is that the week being declared coincides with the only Council meeting at which the resolution can be adopted in a timely manner.
Section 3. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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